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The  early  potato  crop  this  season  is  moving  to  market 


font  2  weeks 


earlier  than  usual.    As  a  result,  carlot  shipments  have  increased  sharply  in 
recent  weeks  and  market  prices  have  declined,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econ- 
omics reports.     The  general  outlook  for  truck  crops,  the  Bureau  adds,  is  for 
liberal  market  supplies  of  most  products. 

Total  production  of  potatoes  for  all  of  the  early  States  is  indicated 
at  28,562,000  bushels,  against  29,845,000  bushels    in  the  spring  of  1937,  but 
this  is  still  nearly  10  million  bushels  more  than  the  10-year  average  production 
for  this  area.      Because  of  the  earliness  of  the  season  and  the  sharp  decline 
in  prices  to  date,  it  is  likely  that  prices  of  potatoes  will  decline  less  than 
usual  from  new  until  the  fall  months. 

Unfavorable  weather  for  truck  crops  occurred  in  the  Gulf  States  during 
April  and  in  Michigan  and  Indiana  during  early  May.     But  most  of  the  important 
producing  areas  report  generally-favorable  growing  conditions,  and  in  nearly 
all  States  the  season  is  much  earlier  than  last  year.     In  the  second-early 
groups  of  States  for  which  reports  have  been  received,  present  indications 
are  for  increased  production  over  that  of  1937  for  lima  beans,  snap  beans, 
cabbage,  carrots,  lettuce,  and  tomatoes.    Smaller  production,  compared  with 
last  season,  is  indicated  for  the  second-early  crops  of  b^ets,  celery,  green 
peas,  and  spinach.    Acreage  of  the  second-early  crops  of  cantaloups  and 
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cucumbers  is  indicated  to  be  larger  than  that  of  last  year,  while  the  second- 
early  acreage  of  watermelons  is  slightly  smaller. 

For  truck  crops   in  the  intermediate  States,  indications  point  to  increased 
production  of  snap  beans  and  green  peas,  but  a  somewhat  smaller  crop  of  lettuce. 
The  intermediate  acreage  of  cabbage  is  reported  to  be  greater  than  that  of  1937, 
while  smaller  intermediate  acreages  are  indicated  for  lima  beans,  onions,  and 
tomatoes.     The  asparagus  crop  in  the  late  shipping  States  is  indicated  to  be 
considerably  larger  than  the  late  production  last  year. 

Compared  with  a  year  ago,  wholesale  prices  of  nearly  all  truck  crops  re- 
cently have  been  lower,  reflecting  the  increased  production  and  the  lower  pur- 
chasing power  of  consumers.    About  the  only  crops  selling  higher  than  in  mid-May 
of  1937  were  asparagus  from  States  other  than  California,  celery,  cauliflower, 
and  Iceberg-type  lettuce.-    Compared  with  mid-April  1938,  the  mid-May  market- 
prices  of  all  truck  crops  were  considerably  lower,  except  for  western  carrots, 
cauliflower,  southern  cucumbers  and  peppers,  and  southern  cabbage  in  New  York 
City.     Sweetpotat oes  and  Florida  celery  were  higher  in  Chicago.     The  general 
trend  of  prices  of  most  products  usually  is  downward  from  now  until  late  summer. 

k  The  combined  carlot  (rail  and  boat)  movement  of  25  important  truck  crops 

during  the  second  half  of  April  and  in  May  gradually  increased  to  a  peak  of 
7,845  cars  for  the  week  ended  May  14,  and  then  decreased  slightly  the  follow- 
ing week.      Recent  shipments  have  been  about  400  cars  per  week  greater  than 
those  of  the  corresponding  period  last  season.      Shipments  of  new-crop  potatoes 
also  have  been  running  much  heavier  than  those  of  last  spring. 
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POTATOES 

Prices  decline  sharply 

Prices  of  new  potatoes  in  market  centers  declined  sharply  during  the  month 
ending  May  lU,  as  shipments  from  the  southern  States  increased  greatly  and  earlier 
than  usual.    Almost  all  of  the  price  decline  in  midwestern  markets  occurred  during 
the  week  ended  April  23,  while  in  the  Bast "it  was  spread  over  the  whole  month  and 
was  more  gradual,    New-potato  prices  in  both  ea.stern  and  midwestern  markets  during 
the  week  which  ended  May  lh  averaged  about  75  cents  per  100  pounds  lower  than  a 
month  earlier  and  from  SS  cents  to  $1,UU  lower  than  a  year  earlier.    For  the 
week  ended  May  J,  Chicago  prices  were  about  $1  per  100  pounds  lower  than  a  month 
earlier,  but  the  advance  of  the  week  which  ended  May  lU  regained  part  of  the  loss. 
Unless  a  relatively  large  intermediate  and  late  potato  crop  develops  this  season, 
potato  prices  probably  will  decline  less  than  usual  from  now  until  fall. 

Early  crops  much  above  average  but  below  last  ye ar 

The  new  potato  crop  in  the  second  section  of  the  early  States  (South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  parts  of  Texas  outside  the 
lower  valley,  and  in  California)  is  indicated  to  be  about  17,606,000  bushels 
this  season,  against  17, 80b, 000  in  1937  and  a  10-year  (1927-3O  average  of 
I, 03^,000  bushels.     The  crop  is  indicated  to  be  smaller  than  that  of  last  year 
in  all  the  States  except  California  where  it  is  about  a  million  bushels  larger. 
As  compared  with  the  10-year  overage,  production  this  season  is  indicated  to  be 
appreciably  larger  in  Alabama  and  very  much  larger  in  California.    The  second- 
early  crop  is  indicated  to  total  5,334,000  bushels,  against  7,300,000  bushels 
last  year  and  the  average  of  6,172,000  bushels.     As  compared  with  last  year,  this 
rear's  production  is  smaller  in  all  four  of  the  second-early  States. 

For  the  first  section  of  the  early  States,  the  crop  (most  of  which  has 
already  been  shipped  to  market)   is  indicated  to  be  -1,900,000  bushels,  compared 
with  h, 542,000  last  season  and  3,539,000  bushels,  the  10-year  average.    As  com- 
pared with  average,  the  increase  this  year  is  mostly  in  the  southern  part  of 
Florida,  where  potatoes  are  marketed  from  December  to  March  inclusive. 

Intermediate  acreage  smaller  than  in  1937 

Although  no  production  indications  are  ■  available  at  this  time  for  the  two 
sections  of  intermediate  States,  the'  commercial  acreage  in  these  areas  is  indi- 
cated to  be  smaller  than  that  of  a  year  ago  by  13  percent  in  the.  first  section 
and  2  percent  in  the  second  section.     So  far,  the  crop  in  these,  areas-  has  had 
generally  favorable  growing  Weather,  and  yields  probably  will . be •  average  or 
better.      Even  so,  the  smaller  acreage  is  likely  to  result  in  a  smaller  total 
crop  in  the  intermediate  States  than  was  produced  last  year.-. 

The  marketings  of  the  new  southern  crop  of  potatoes  is  about  2  weeks 
earlier  than  a  year  ago  and  has  made  rapid  progress."    Shipments. from  Florida, 
1  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  South  Carolina  are  about  finished,  and  those  from  Texas 
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a  little  more  than  half  completed.    .Shipments  from  California  and  North  Carolina 
are  getting  well  -under  way.    To  May  21,   shipments  of  new  potatoes  totaled  about 
21,223  cars,  against  16,^3  cars  to  the  same  time  last  sea,son.    The  weekly  rate 
of  shipments  has  increased  sharply  in  recent  weeks  and  totaled  about  ^,^00  cars 
for  the  week  ended  May  21,  compared  with  3.900  cars  the  preceding  week  and  about 
U,000  cars  during  the  corresponding  week  of  1937 •     It  is  probable  that  the  weekly 
movement  by  rail  or  "boat  will  continue  to  increase  for  the  next  few  weeks,  and 
then  decline  sharply  as  marketings  begin  from  producing  areas  where  the  motor- 
truck is  the  common  means  of  transportation. 

Shipments  old  stock  rapidly  decreasing 

Shipments  of  old  stocks  from  storage  in  the  northern  States  are  rapidly 
decreasing,  with  only  about  3.000  cars  remaining  after  May  21.     The  movement  for 
the  week  ending  May  21  totaled  only  about  1,550  cars,  compared  with  2,380  the 
preceding  week  and  about  1,630  cars  during  the  corresponding  week  last  season. 
Maine,   Idaho,  Michigan,  Washington,  and  Oregon  have  the  b^lk  of  the  remaining 
supplies.    Prices  of  old  potatoes  showed  slight  fluctuations  during  the  month 
which  ended  May  1^4,  with  those  in  the  Ea.st  averaging,  in  mid-May,  slightly  lower 
than,  a  month  earlier  and  those  in  the  mid-western  markets  averaging  slightly  higher 


Potatoes:    Shipping  point  and  terminal  market  prices  per  100-pound 
sack,  averages  for  specified  weeks,  1937~*38 


Location  and  variety 

Week 

ended  - 

1937 

1933 

May  lo 

.Apr.  23  : 

Apr.  30 

Mav  7  : 

May  14 

SHIPPING  POINTS:  : 

Dollars 

Dollars  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

F.o.b.  usual  terms  -  : 

Stevens  Point,  Wis.  ...... 

1.7S 

,93 

.96 

1/  ,90 

Presque  Isle,  Me  

1.30  : 

.73 

.62 

,66 

.78 

Rochester,  N.Y  

:    1.75  : 

.92 

1.00 

.98 

New  Stock 

Hastings,  Fla.  2/.  

1.56 

1.52 

1,52 

1/1.52 

Southern  La.  points  ...... 

:  1.92 

1/  1.22 

1.16 

1.01 

l.lH 

Mobile,  Ala  

1.92  , 

1.11 

1.1s 

1.09 

1.1s 

Cash  to  growers  - 

Stevens  Point,  Wis. 

1.59 

1  .61* 

.7^ 

.72 

.72 

Presque  Isle,  Me.   

:  .52 

.52 

Rochester,  N.Y  

1.3S 

.72 

.73 

.77 

TERMINAL  MARKETS: 

New  York  City  - 

:  I.36 

Excl. Russet  Burbanks  ..... 

:  2.00 

1.2s 

1.26 

1.32 

Idaho  Russet  Burbanks  .... 

:  2.00 

1.97 

1.39 

1/1.58 

New  potatoes  2/  

.3/3*09 

:  2.1S 

1.91 

1.73 

I.65 

Chicago  - 

1.16 

Excl .western  stock  ....... 

:  2,lU 

:  1.27 

1.31 

1.23 

Idaho  Russet  Burbanks  .... 

:  2.65 

:  l.kS 

1.U0 

1.33 

1.6l 

New  Potatoes  2/  

:    2.  S3 

:  2.00 

1.99 

1.75 

1.95 

Calif.  White  Rose   

:  3.20 

2.32 

2.22 

1/  Average  for  1  day.      gj  Excludes  Calif.  White  Rose.    3/  Barrel  price  con- 


verted to  100  pounds. 
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Commercial  early  Irish  potatoes:     Indicated  acreage  and  production, 

193S  with  comparisons 


:  Acreage  :    Yield  per  acre  :  Production 

Group  and         : 10-year:  :  :10-yr:  :  Ind» : 10-year :  :  Ind. 

State  .-average:  1937     :  1933    :  avg.  :  1937:193s  :average:  1937  '  ±93% 

 :  1927-36:  1  LiZr36:  :  1 1927-36:  :  

bu.bO"  bu.blTbu.bO    1,000    1,000  1,000 
:  Acres      Acres      Acres      lbs.     lbs.     lb«         bu.        bu.  bu. 


Fall:  1/  ....:     2,400      2,100      3,700  k8  70  60  100  IU7  222 

Early  (l):  l/....:  35,100    37,300    41,100  101  123  1*9  3.539  4,592  4,900 

Early  (2):  l/....:  78,000  118,200  ICS, COO  11 6  I5I  lo2  9,034  17,306  17,606 
Second  early:  : 

Arkansas  ,.....:     4, 300      4,S00      4,300  S6  85  85  41 3  403  366 

Ho. Carolina          33,100    1+3,000    34,000  .139  140  140  U, 599  6,020  4,760 

Oklahoma  .:  10,300      6,900      6,200  96  35  32  991  656  508 

Tennessee   :     2.100      2,300      2.100   S2  94  95  169  2l6  200 

Group  total  .:  50,300   57,ooc   1+6,600  123  123  125  6,172  7,300  5,834 

Total  k g& a? 3  1I65.SOO  214,  oOO  200,200  114  139  143  18,845  29. 3^  28.562 


Intermediate  (l)   :  Ept.due 

Kansas  :  14,800    11,500  11,600  130  130              1,939  1,.%5  Jtme  13 

Kaw  Valley           14,100    11,000  11,100  128  130              l,S6o  1,430 

Scott  County . .  :2j    300         SQO  5QO  2/171  130  2j    ij+J  65  

Kentucky  :     5,300      3,000  2,700.      97  110                  504  330 

Maryland  ,.,...:     8, '+00      7,000  6,300  148  iko               1,247  *  980 

Missouri  ......:     5,300      5,600  5,900  I36  150                  772  840 

Virginia  :  66.600    55.1+00  45.600  150  13b  10,l63  7,520  

Norf.Dist.  ...:  11,100    11,100  10,000  1U0  13b              1,663  1,1+1+3 

Eastern  Shore.  :  51,900    1+1,500  33,200  151  138              8,013  5,727 

Other  :     3.600  2.800  2.1+00  132  125  1+87   _3JoO  

Group  total  :  100, 900,  82.500  72,100  143  135  14.675    11.1 65  


Intermediate  (2)::  Rep t. due 

Nebraska  :     1,800  1,300  1,900  200  275                  373  ^95  Jv&?  x3 

New  Jersey  :  36.200  48.300  '47.000  l6S      185  6,081  8.936  

Group  total     :  38,000  50,100  1+3,900  170  183              6,454  9,1+31 

Total  all  States  : 304,700  347,200  321,200  131  L4~5           "39,97!+  50,441 


1/  Data  are  from  releases  of  Nov.  12,  1937  (TC-37:  IH5)  for  fall;  May  12,  1933 

(TC-38:  509)  for  early  (l)  and  early  (2). 
2/  Short-time  average 
tl  Revised. 
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TRUCK  CROPS  FOR  MARKET 

ASPARAGUS :    Early  supplies  smaller  this  year,  but  late  crop  large. 
Yields  of  asparagus  in  California  have  not  been  so  large  as  those  of  last 
year  and,  despite  the  larger  acreage,  the  California  crop  is  now  indicated 
to  be  only  5,721,000  crates,  or  12  percent  less  than  in  1937  and  16  percent 
below  the  10-year  (1927-36)  average.    Usually  about  two-thirds  of  this 
production  is  used  for  canning  and  cold  pack.    Shipments  of  California 
asparagus  directly  to  market  this  season  have  been  nearly  one-third  less 
than  those  of  last  season,  and  city  market  prices  were  well  sustained  until 
movement  from  the  eastern  and  mid-western  States  became  active.    During  the 
first  week  of  May,  California  asparagus  sold  in  wholesale  markets  generally 
as  low  as  $1.60  per  crate,  but  prices  have  since  advanced  as  the  California 
season  nears  its  end.    Receipts  from  other  producing  areas  also  have  ad- 
vanced in  price  since  early  May  and  recent  quotations  have  been  somewhat 
higher  than  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

In  the  .11  late  producing  States,  the  asparagus  crop  is  indicated  to 
be  13  percent  larger  than  that  of  last  season.    About  3,595,000  crates  are 
expected  in  these  late  areas,  compared  with  the  10-year-  average  of  only 
2,222,000  crates.    New  Jersey  is  the  leading  State  in  this  group,  with  an 
indicated  crop  of  1,511,000  crates.    Washington  expects  more  than  500,000 
crates.    Wholesale  prices  of  asparagus  usually  tend  upward  from  early  May 
until  the  close  of  the  season  in  July. 

LIMA  BEANS :    Second-early  crop  increased.    Market  supplies  of  lima 
beans  usually  are  at  their  lowest  point  in  early  May,  and  then  increase  to 
the  summer  peak.    Prices  recently  have  been  relatively  low,  but  they  ad- 
vanced slightly  in  mid-May.    Production  in  the  second-early  States  (Georgia 
and  South  Carolina)  is  indicated  to  be  145,000  bushels,  or  25  percent  more 
than  last  year's  crop.    This  production  will  start  moving  to  market  about 
June  1.    The  intermediate  crop  in  North  Carolina  is  estimated  at  1,500 
acres,  300  less  than  last  year  but  450  acres  more  than  the  10-year  average. 

SNAP  BEANS:     Large  crop  in  second-early  States.    A  crop  of  1,622,000 
bushels  of  snap  beans  is  indicated  in  the  five  second-early  St at es( Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  South  Carolina).    This  is  considerably 
more  than  average  and  35  percent  greater  than  last  year's  crop.  Market 
supplies  recently  have  been  liberal,  and  wholesale  prices  of  green  beans 
declined  to  a  low  level  of  $1.25  per  bushel  in  mid-May,  compared  with  around 
$3.30  last  year. 

Production  in  the  first  section  of  intermediate  States (North  Carolina, 
"Virginia,  Tennessee,  and  Arkansas)  is  indicated  to  be  1,711,000  bushels, 
nearly  two-thirds  more  than  last  year's  crop  and  two-thirds  above  the  average 
for  1927-36.    Most  of  this  crop  is  in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

CANTALOUPS ;    Smaller  supplies  this  spring.    Rather  unfavorable  growing 
weather  in  the  Imperial  Valley  of  California  in  May  is  resulting  in  lower 
yields  of  cantaloups  than  last  year.    Acreage  has  been  reduced  and  the 
Imperial  crop  is  now  indicated  to  be  only  4,050,000  crates,  one-fourth  less 
than  last  season  or  the  10-year  average.    Shipments  of  cantaloups  from  the 
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Imperial  Valley  to  date  have  been  much  larger  than  those  to  the  same  time 
last  season,  because  of  the  earlier  development  of  the  crop.  Standard 
crates  of  45  melons  were  jobbing  in  wholesale  markets  around  $7.75  in  mid- 
May,  but  prices  usually  decline  as  supplies  increase. 

In  the  second-early  States,  which  ship  mostly  during  late  June  and 
all  of  July,  45,400  acres  are  reported,  11  percent  more  than  last  year. 
Most  of  this  acreage  is  in  Arizona,  parts  of  California  outside  the  Imperial 
Valley,  and  in  Texas,  Georgia,  and  the  Carolinas.    Some  of  the  acreage  in 
Arizona  had  to  be  replanted  several  times,  and  the  outcome  of  that  crop  is 
still  uncertain, 

CUCUMBERS :    Prices  much  below  those  of  last  spring.  The  cucumber 
crop  in  the  second  section  of  early  States  is  indicated  to  be  only  861,000 
bushels  this  season,  a  decrease  of  about  one-fourth  not  only  from  last 
year's  crop  but  also  from  the  average.    The  bulk  of  this  production  is  in 
South  Carolina,  Alabama,  and  California.    The  second-early  cucumber  States 
(North  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  Arkansas)  report  a  total  of  6,900  acres  this 
year,  or  one-fifth  more  than  in  1937.    Market  supplies  of  cucumbers  have 
been  quite  liberal  recently  and  considerably  larger  than  at  the  same  time 
last  year,  because  of  the  earliness  of  the  season.    Prices  reached  a  high 
point  in  early  May,  but  have  since  declined  and  recently  have  been  only 
half  those  of  a  year  ago. 

GARLIC :  Southern  States  expect  larger  crop.    Production  of  garlic 
in  Louisiana  is  now  indicated  to  be  26,000  sacks  of  100  pounds  each,  while 
the  Texas  crop  is  expected  to  be  21,000  sacks.    The  total  of  47,000  for 
these  two  States  compares  with  45,000  sacks  harvested  last  season  and  a 
5-year  average  of  36,000  sacks.    Acreage  was  increased  considerably  over 
that  of  last  year,  but  the  yield  per  acre  is  expected  to  average  lower. 
"In  California,  the  leading  garlic  State,  about  2,260  acres  are  indicated 
for  harvest,  slightly  less  than  in  1937  but  one-fifth  more  than  average. 
Rather  low  prices  received  for  the  California  crop  last  season  are  given 
as  the  reason  for  the  smaller  acreage  this  year. 

LETTUCE :  Intermediate  crop  below  average  size.    The  lettuce  crop 
in  five  intermediate  States  is  indicated  to  be  only  802,000  crates,  com- 
pared with  937,000  last  year  and  average  production  of  919,000  crates. 
Most  of  the  intermediate  crop  is  in  Washington  and  New  Jersey.  Recent 
shipments  of  lettuce  have  averaged  only  125  cars  per  day  and  were  much 
smaller  than  the  output  of  a  year  ago.    Practically  all  of  the  supply  has 
been  from  central  California.    Wholesale  prices  in  mid-May  were  somewhat 
higher  than  those  of  a  year  earlier,  though  only  half  as  high  as  the  peak 
in  late  April  this  season. 

GREEN  PEAS:    Prices  relatively  low.    Acreage  of  peas  in  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia  was  reduced  about  8  percent  this  season.    With  yields 
expected  to  average  the  same  as  last  year,  a  crop  of  about  420,000  bushels 
is  indicated,  about  an  average  crop  for  these  States.    The  season  is  earlier, 
and  both  States  have  shipped  more  peas  than  to  the  same  time  in  1937.  The 
bulk  of  the  recent  market  supplies,  however,  originated  in  California,  and 
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prices  in  large  city  markets  declined  to  the  relatively  low  level  of  $1.85 
per  bushel,  or  somewhat  lower  than  the  price  in  mid-May  1937.    Peas  from 
the  southern  producing  areas  were  bringing  only  $1.10  per  bushel  around 
May  15  in  New  York,  compared  with  $1.65  a  year  earlier. 

The  second  section  of  intermediate  States  has  an  indicated  crop  of 
180,000  bushels,  about  one-third  more  than,  in  1937  but  29  percent  less  than 
the  10-year  average.    Nearly  all  of  this  intermediate  crop  is  grown  in  New 
Jersey,  with  a  small  production  in  Maryland.     Carlot  shipments  of  green 
peas  usually  reach  their  peak  in  May  or  early  June.    Supplies  by  motor- 
truck from  nearby  producing  areas  usually  are  largest  in  July. 

GREEN  PEPPERS:    Prices  lower  than  last  year.    In  mid-May  the  whole- 
sale price  of  green  peppers  averaged  around  $2  per  crate,  as  against  $4.60 
a  year  earlier.    The  spring  crop  in  Florida  is  indicated  to  be  432,000  ' 
bushels,  slightly  less  than  last  spring  and  about  one-third  below  the 
average  production.    Acreage  was  increased,  but  lower  yields  than  last  year 
are  expected.    Because  of  differences  in  the  seasonal  movement,  recent 
market  supplies  of  peppers  have  been  about  three  times  those  of  a  year  ago, 
Florida  is  the  only  shipping  State  at  present. 

TOMATOES :    Abundant  supplies  available.    A  sharp  increase  in  tomato 
acreage  in  the  second-early  States  has  resulted  in  an  indicated  crop  of 
3,853,000  bushels  in  those  States,  compared  with  3,133,000  bushels  last 
year  and  the  10-year  average  of  3,557,000  bushels.    The  10  intermediate 
States  report  a.  total  of  50,670  acres  of  tomatoes  this  season,  slightly 
less  than  last  season  but  one-fourth  more  than  average.    Recent  shipments 
from  Florida  and  southern  Texas  had  increased  to  about  1,600  cars  per  week, 
considerably  more  than  the  weekly  movement  in  mid-May  last  year.  The 
Florida  season  will  soon  be  ended,  but  numerous  other  States  -  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  and  California- 
'will  soon  begin  their  shipping  season,  and  movement  of  this  crop  usually 
reaches  its  peak  in  June.    Wholesale  prices  of  lug  boxes  from  Florida 
recently  were  as  low  as  $1.50  in  New  York  City  and  $1.75  in  Chicago,  or 
$1  below  the  prices  in  mid-May  of  1937. 

WATERMELONS :    Shipping  season  becoming  active.    With  yields  of  water- 
melon s    expected  to  equal  the  heavy  output  of  last  spring,  the  slightly 
increased  acreage  in  the  two  early  States  indicate  a  production  of  11,550,000 
melons,  10  percent  more  than  last  year.    Plantings  of  watermelons  in  the 
second-early  States,  which  have  about  two-thirds  of  the  United  States  total 
acreage,  are  not  so  large  as  indicated  by  early  prospective  plantings 
reports.    This  group  has  only  163,500  acres  of  melons,  or  4  percent  less 
than  last  year.    About  58,000  acres  are  in  Georgia,  49,000  in  Texas;  and 
30,000  in  the  Carolinas.    Shipments  from  Georgia  and  Texas  should  begin  at 
least  by  mid-June.    Recent  wholesale  quotations  on  Florida  melons  were 
somewhat  below  those  of  a  year  earlier,  or  around  $750  bulk  per  carload 
in  New  York  City  and  85  cents  per  melon  in  Chicago.    Shipments  to  date  from 
Florida  have  been  about  three  times  those  to  the  same  time  last  spring. 
Prices  usually  decline  until  July,  which  is  the  peak  of  the  watermelon  season. 
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Acreage  in  the  late  shipping  States  is  indicated  to  be  larger  than  that 
of  last  year.     There  may  be  slightly  more  than  69,000  acres  of  melons  in  this 
group,  compared  with  66,000  last  season  and  a  10-year  average  of  about  50,000 
acres.    Missouri,  Oklahoma,  Indiana,  and  California  have  most  of  this  acreage. 


Truck  crops:  Commercial  acreage  ard  production  for  market,  average  1927-36, 
annual  1937,  and  indicated  P938,  as  reported  in  May 


Commodity        :  Acreage  :  Fr  oduction  

and             :  Average :  ~       -Prelim,   i  :  Average     :        10-77       :  Indicated 

group  ;  1927-36:  1927     :  1938     :    Unit  :  1927-36     :         195         :  1938 

:     Acres  Acres  Acres     :  : 

Asparagus  l/          :  :   1 , 000 : 

Calif  :     65,580  67,260  71 , 510 : crates  :  2/  6 , 325          3/6*499  5,721 

S.C,  and  Ga.   ..:     12,64-0  11,500      10,100:       "     :  431  472  410 

Total  early..:     78,220  73,760  81,610:       "     :         7,256              6,971  6,131 

Late, total  ....:     24,840  29,310      31,820:       "     ;         2,222  5,189  3,595 

Total   :  103,060  108,070     113,430":       "     :         9,478  10,160  9,726 

Beans,  lima            :  :  1,000: 

Early(Fla. )   ,..:       1,600  2,400  4,500:     bu.    :            132                  156  338 

Second-early...:       2,630  2,600  2,200:       "     :            135                 116  145 

Intermediate(l) :  1,050  1,800        1,500:       "     :  57  54  

3  groups  :       5,280  6,800"        8,~200:       "     :  324  326  

Beans,  snap            :  :  . 

Fall  . .  .  .  .  .:     13,370  21,300  15,000:       "     :         1,147*            2,006  1,475 

Early  (l)                  15,720  28,900  30,000:       "     :         1,412              1,792  2,100 

Early  (2)   :     28,630  23,400  27,150:       "     :         2,427*            2,195  2,182 

Second-early...:     21,300  26,400  29,500:       "     :         1,328*            1,204  1,622 

Intermediate(l)  ;__14,5_qo  24,700      24,900:       "     :         1,053*  1,047  1,711 

5  groups   . ...:     93/520  124,700  126,550:       "     :         7,367*            8~244  9,090 

Beets                       :  :  . 

Early  :       5,130  4,800  6,100:       "     :            772*                744  824 

Second-early...:       2,240  1,910  1,830:       "     :            261*                302  283 

2  groups   ....  :"     7,420  6,710  7,950:       "     :         1,033*            1,046  1,107 

Cabbage  l/              :~  '        .  .           :  : 

Fal1   :       1,010  2,800  2,100:  Tons   :         6,500            19,500  13,600 

Early  :     40,210  58,200  54,100:       "     :     219,500*        276,500*  277,800 

Second-early...:     15,760  18,600  21,400:       "     :       84,900*          97,500  123,900 

Intermediate...:     28,080  34,150  34,330:       "     :     166,800*  225,800 

Late, domestic.  .  :     37,670  41,96,0  #41,690:       "     :     306,900*  291,100 

Late, Danish  . ..:     36,650  37,090    #57,840:       "     ;     297,600*  262,500  

Total   :  159,330  192,800     191,460:       "     :1, 082, 200*  1,172,900*  

Cantaloups              :  "  .  1,000: 

Early   :     37,850  30,190  27, 700 : crates :         5,511*            5,396  '  4,102 

Second-early...:     38,240  41,080      45,400:       '*     :        4,898*         .  4,059  

2  groups   ....:     76,090  71,270       73,100:       "     :       10,409*  9,435  


C  ont Inued  - 
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Truck  crops:  Commercial  acreage  and  production  for  market,  average  1927-36, 
annual  1937,  and  indicated  1938,  as  reported  in  May  -  Continued 


Commodity        :   Acreage  :  Production 

and              :  Average:  -,Q-27  :  Prelim.   :  :  Average     :        .            :  Indicated 

group            :  1927-36:  :     1938     ;  Unlt  :  1927-36     :        i"6f       :  1938 

:  Acres  Acres  Acres     :  : 

Carrots  l/              :  ~  '        :  1,000: 

Fall  .7  ....:  4,200  10,850  11,300:  bu.   :        2,162           4,666  5,424 

Early   :  S,070  9,000  9,800:  "     :        1,669*          1,590  1,564 

Second-early...:  9,570  11,670  15,600:       11     :        3,949*         4,606  5,175 

3  groups  ....:  22,840  31,520  34,700:  "     :        7,780*  '      10,862  12,163" 

Cauliflower           :  :  1,000: 

Fall  &  winter. . :  8,690  8,250  8,300:crates :       '2,259*  2,479  2,274 

Early  :  7,860  9,000  8,220;       "     :        2,043  2,745  2,536 

2  groups  ....:  16,550'  17"72"50  16,520:       "     :        4,302*  5,224  4,610 

Celery                    :  :  : 

FalT  &  winter..:  6,940  10,300  9,700:  "     :        1,282           1,700  1,843 

Early   :  7,690  10,200  11,550:  "     :        2,442*          3,153  2,947 

Second-early...:  1,150  1,700  1,300:       M     :  558*   850  644_ 

3  groups   . ...:  15,760  22,200   22,550:       "     :        4,282*  5,705  5,434 

Cucumbers                :  :  1,000: 

Fall  :  1,420  1,600  1,300:  bu.    :            112                  64  98 

Early(l)   :  12,740  11,300  6,800:  "     :'          957*             592  418 

Early(2)   :  12,190  11,350  10,450:  "     :        1,183*          1,139  861 

Second-early...:  6,680  5,800  6,900:       "     :  619*  301  

4  groups   ...,:'  55,030  50/050~       25,450:       "     :  2,871  2,096  

Eggplant                  :  :  : 

fall  ...:  1,140  1,350  1,450:  "     :            182               245  245 

Early  ...  :  870  600  750:       "     :  261  240  300_ 

2  groups  ....t  2,010  1,950  2,200:       "     :  443   485  545 

Garlic                     :  :  1,000: 

La.  and  Texas.,:  1,740  1,800  2,150:  sacks:              36                 45  47 

Calif  :  1,890  2,450  2,260:       "     :  104  159  

Total   :  3,650  4,250  4,410:       "     :  140  204  

Kale                         :  :  1,000: 

Fall  &  winter. . :  1,860  1,050  1,050:  bu.   :            640               430  441 

Lettuce                    :  .  :  1,000: 

Early  :  45,040  35,200  39,200:crates :        5,428*  5,109  5,086 

Second-early...:  45,740  50,000  55,250:  "     :         5,173*         ,6,527  7,086* 

Intermediate  . . :  4,680  4,900  5,800:       "     :'  919*  937*  802_ 

3  groups  ....:  95,460  90,100  98,250:  "  :  11,520*  12,575*  12,974* 
Onions                      :  :  1,000: 

Early   :  25,970  24,550  27,360:  sacks:        2,170*          2,129*  2,178 

Intermediate...:  10,830  16,000  '   12,960:  "     :        1,574*  .2,324 

Late                       :  52,650  52,350  #55,720:       "     :        9,894*  10,360  

Total   :  87,430  92,880  96,040:       "     :       13,658*  14,815*  


Continued  - 
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Truck  crops:  Commercial  acreage  and  production  for  market,  average  1927-36, 
annual  1937,  and  indicated  1938, as  reported  in  May  -  Continued 


Commodity 
and 
group 


Average : 
1927-36: 


Acreage 


1937 


:Prelim. 

1938 


Production 


Unit 


Average 
1927-36 


1937 


: Indicated 
:  1938 


Acr 


Acres 


Acres 


Peas,  green 

Early  

Second-early. . . 
Intermediate(  1 ) 
Intermediate^) 

4  groups  . . . . 
Peppers,  green 

Fall  

Early,  Fla,: 

Winter  

Spring   

2  groups  ... 
Shallots  (La.) 
Spinach 

Fall   

Early  

Second-early. . 
3  groups  .... 
Tomatoes 

Fall  

Early  (1)  .... 

Early  (2)   

Second-early. . 
Intermediate  . 

5  groups  . .  . 
Watermel  ons 

Eo.r  I  y  .  .  . . .... 

Second-early  • 

Late  

Total   

Total  t  c  date  . . 


1,000 


:  8,110 

16, 

200 

15,500 

:  bu. 

!  570 

1,000 

1,170 

:  37,640 

46, 

470 

38,510 

"     :  -2,569 

2,938 

2,335 

:  6,150 

6, 

500 

6,000 

:  424 

455 

420 

:  3,790 

3, 

720 

2,340 

tt 

;  255 

136 

180 

:  55,690 

72, 

890 

62,350 

■  ** 

3,818 

4,529 

4,105 

:  2,110 

3, 

600 

4,300 

.  H 

:  398 

640 

453 

:  2,480 

3, 

000 

2,400 

i  M 

;  651 

750 

600 

:  3,160 

2, 

200 

2,400 

i  " 

668 

440 

432 

:  7,270 

8, 

800 

9,100 

,  tl 

1,687 

1 , 830 

1,485 

:           —  —  » 

6, 

000 

5,700 

tt 



600 

712 

:  2,680 

■7 

*J  , 

000 

2,700 

tt 

:  746 

945 

972 

:  35,410 

53, 

800 

49,800 

11 

:  7,300* 

8,542 

8,044 

:  8,720 

9, 

160 

8,300 

II 

:  2,507 

2,650 

2,380 

:  46,310 

65, 

960 

60j  800 

1 

10,553* 

12,137 

11,396 

:  4,700 

10, 

700 

9,000 

H 

r  300 

522 

330 

•     12,2  30 

17, 

200 

17,300 

:  1,466 

1,617 

2,768 

:  27,640 

27, 

300 

42,700 

II 

:  2,024 

2,146 

3,386 

:  37,430 

49, 

800 

60,000 

.  " 

:  3,557 

3,133 

3,853 

:  40,350 

51, 

800 

50,670 

,  II 

5,433* 

7,037 

:  122,400 

156, 

800 

179,670 

,  It 

12,800* 

14,455 

1,000 

:  35,210 

27, 

500 

30,500 

:melons 

12,614* 

10,460 

11,550 

:  155,770 

170, 

100 

163,500 

36,319* 

35,049* 

:  50,080 

66, 

240 

#69,270 

17,458* 

26,115* 

:  241,060 

T63, 

840 

263,270" 

it 

56,391* 

71,624* 

:1,196,550 

:  1 

,375, 

890 

1 

,402,730' 

1/  Includes  acreage  and  production  fcr  market  and  manufacture. 

"ij  Includes  4,532,000  crates  fcr  canning. 

y  Includes  4,266,000  crates  for  canning. 

*/  Includes  some  quantities  not  harvested  on  account  of  market  conditions, 

#/  Intended  acreage,  according  to  growers'  early  reports. 


TVS- 17 


-  12  - 


Truck  crops:    Wholesale  prices  at  New  York  City,  averages  for  specified 

weeks,  1937-38 


Commodity 


Week  ended  - 


Unit 


23ZL 


May  15 


Apr.  23 x  Apr.  50 1  May  7  :    May  lk 


t  i 

:  .  t 

Asparagus,  Calif.,  ned. . . :  Crate  ... : 
"  other,  ned....:  Crate  . 

Beans,  lima,  Fla  :  Bushel 

Beans,  snap,  southern-  : 

Green   :  Bushel. 

Wax  :  Bushel. 

Beets,  southern  :  \  crate 

Broccoli,  Calif  :  Crate  . 

Cabbage,  southern  :  100  lbs 

Cantaloups,  Salmon  Meats  :  Std.  ^5 
Carrots,  western  :  Crate  . 

"         southern  :  £  crate 

Cauliflower,  Calif  :  Pony  crt. 

Celery,  Fla.   ....   :  Std.  crt. 

Corn,  green,  southern  Std.  crt. 

Cucumbers,  southern   :  Bushels.. 

Eggplant,  Fla.,  medium...:  Crate  ... 
Lettuce,  Iceberg,  west.  .:  H-5  doz.. 

"  Big  Boston,  N.C.:  5-pk.hpr. 
Onions,  Yel. Bermuda  j>/..:  50#  sack. 
Peas,  green,  Calif  :  Bushel... 

"         "      southern  . . . :  Bushel 

Peppers,  Fla  :  Crate.... 

Spinach   :  Bushel  . . 

Sv/eetpotatoes  :  Bushel... 

Tomatoes,  Fla  :  Lug  box.. 

Turnips,  new- crop.  :  5-pk.hpr. 

Watermelons,  large   :  Bulk, car.: 


Dol.  ! 

■  Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

2.96« 

3.32 

1.56 

2.31! 

1.62 

4.90- 

3.29 

2.17 

1.75 

3.25 

:     1.55  ■ 

l.lj-9 

1.35 

2.95 

2.0U 

1.90 

•  > 

1.73 

2.03:  1.25 

1.08 

1.19 

1+.83 

!  2.75 

2.60 

2.57 

2.08 

2.U6 

1.94 

.  1/8. 50 

S.25 

8.25 

!  2.78 

2.67 

2.88 

1.65 

!  1.17 

l.oi 

.98 

2.08:  I.69 

1.6l 

1.78 

2.2U:  2.10 

1.97 

2.10 

3. 00: 

2.56 

2.08 

2/5. ko 

:  1.98 

2.25 

2.  79 

2/2.69 

;  1.62 

1.65 

2.00 

U.21 

i      9. 08 

7.96. 

-  5.92 

1.U2:  2.56 

2.0^ 

2.50 

1.35:  1.60 

1.73 

1.50 

2.18 

:  2.96 

2.27 

2.06 

1.6H:  1.75 

1.26 

1.19 

hM 

!  1.85 

1.85 

1.71 

•57:  .36 

.30 

•  32 

1.58 

t  .9s 

1.11 

1.15 

2.56:  1.U5 

1.66 

1.61 

I.29 

,  .68 

.81+ 

.68 

Dol. 

1/  1.62 

2.33 
2.58 

1.25 
1.53 
1.01 
2.58 

2.77 
7.62 

3.3^ 
1.06 
2.22 
2.29 
I.69 
2.5^ 

1.73 
U.53 

1.19 
1.35 
1.98 
1.09 

1.75 
.32 
1.02 
1.50 
.92 
790.00 


1/    Average  for  1  day.    2/    Fancy  grade.      3/  Commercial  grade, 
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Truck  crops: 


Wholesale  prices  at  Chicago,  averages  for  specified  weeks, 
1937-3? 


Commodity 


t 


Asparagus,  Calif.,  med. 

"  111. ,  medium, 

U.S.  No.  1  grade  . 
Beans,  lima,  Fla.  ... 
Beans,  snap,  southern 

Green   

Wax  

Beets,  new  crop  .  . 
Broccoli,  western  jj/ 
Cabbage,  domestic 
Cantaloups,  Salmon  Tir 
Carrots,  western  .. 
"         Texas  .... 
11         old-crop  . 
Cauliflower,  Calif. 

Celery,  Fla  

Corn,  green,  Texas. 
Cucumbers,  southern 

Eggplant,  Fla  

Lettuce,  Ice  berg  . . 
Onions,  Yel.  Bermuda 
Peas,  green,  Calif 

Peppers,  Fla  

Spinach   

Sweetpotatoes  .... 
Tomatoes,  southern 
Turnips,  bunched  . 
Watermelons    jj  . . 


5/ 


Unit 


Week  ended  - 


1SL5L 


1938 


 :  May  15  :  Apr.  23 1  Apr.  30:  May  7  :  May  l4 


Dol.     :  Dol. 

1                 .  * 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Crate  1 

:  2.70 

1.98 

1.60 

2.88 

Godfrey 

Crate  ! 

1.14 

1.24 

.90 

.90 

1.48 

Bushel  ! 

1/ 

4.12 

3.10 

2.68 

2.10 

2/1.92 

Bushel  i 

3.U2 

1.51 

]  .  70 

1.28 

1.  20 

Bushel  ! 

3.30 

2.15 

2.10 

1.43 

1.30 

\  crate  ! 

1.77 

1.20 

1.18 

1.00 

1.12 

Pny.crt. 

2.70 

2.08 

1.80 

1.28 

1.39 

W.  crate  < 

2.62  :  1.64 

1.46 

1.55 

1.7b 

Std.  45s 

3.00 

W.  crato 

3.30  ! 

2.19 

2.16 

2.43 

3. 08 

50#  sk.  - 

1/ 

1.25 

l.CO 

1.00 

1.06 

1.09 

Bushel  ! 

I.05 

.  2o 

.30 

•37 

.62 

Pny .  crt . 

1.72 

1.43 

i.4o 

1.60 

1.94 

lb"  crt.  t 

2.32  ' 

2.28 

2.15 

2.05 

2.46 

Sack 

2.56 

2.13 

2.05 

2.00 

Bushel 

u 

5.62 

•  2~lS 

2.68 

3.10 

2.38 

l-jg--.bu.cr. 

y 

2.75 

:  2.25 

2.10 

1.60 

2.13 

4-5  dz. 

3.32 

8.08 

6.15 

5.36 

4.28 

50#  sk. 

1.U0  ; 

;  I.63 

1.43 

6/1.24 

6/I.36 

Bushel 

1.96 

:  2.70 

2.22 

1.80 

1.76 

li-bu . cr . 

4.75 

:  2.12 

2.50 

1.38 

2.16 

•95 

:  .78 

.83 

.66 

.62 

Bushel 

2.23 

:  1.30 

1.34 

1.32 

1.42 

Lug 

2.75 

1.6l 

1.77 

1.78 

1.76 

Bushel 

.86 

:  1.04 

i.o4 

1.07 

1.13 

Melon 

1/ 

1.00  ' 

1/1.13 

ri  -7 

.87 

1/    Average  for  1  day.      2/    Fair  quality.  Heads  and  shoots. 

4/    Fancy  grade.        5/    Commercial  grade.      6/    U.S.  No.  1  and  30$  or  better 
U.  S.  no;  1.      "Jj    Medium  size,  22-26  lbs. 
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Truck  crops  and  Potatoes:  Car-lot  (rail  or  boat)  shipments  from  originating 
points  in  the  United  States,  specified  weeks,  1937-33 


i    Week  ended  -- 


Commodity 

1937  i 

1933 

* 

May  22  j 

Apr.  16 

:  Apr.  23: 

Apr.  30 s  May  7i  May  14t 

May  a 

• 

Cars 

-  Cars 

Cars 

Car 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

• 

19  ' 

1  452 

505 

93 

9 

7 

8 

Beans,  snap  and  lina  .. 

.  t 

365     i  321 

392 

453 

422 

315 

333 

36  - 

1  34 

75 

29 

30 

34 

7Z 

t 

578 

062 

371 

1,105 

983 

937 

717 

* 

123 

l 

4 

■  13 

29 

102 

211 

» 

301     »  467 

316 

294 

353 

43  7 

U93 

• 

145 

1  202 

167 

71 

51 

102 

104 

• 

551  . 

:  623 

557 

436 

482 

532 

52? 

30  « 

!  1 

.  10 

53 

55 

60 

100 

193 

:  255 

135 

173 

268 

219 

264 

■ 

4 

!  12 

17 

14 

29 

37 

27 

3 

!  48 

35 

15 

11 

7 

2 

Honey  Ball  melons 

. : 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

i 

1,112  s 

i  664 

907 

399 

1,200 

988 

804 

• 

6 

}  0 

1 

'0 

1 

17 

38 

Mixed  vegetables   

555 

:  324 

66S 

535 

490 

533 

500 

■13  ' 

:  ISO 

55 

56 

17 

8 

4 

1,055 

:  329 

364 

1,106 

1,123 

1,335 

732 

419 

:  158 

234 

233 

311 

297 

245 

50 

•  76 

159 

155 

160 

154 

15S 

• 

7 

:  342 

149 

68 

10 

7 

4 

• 

50 

:  l6S 

30 

60 

48  ' 

52 

63 

1,314 

i  1,0.62 

1,124 

1,240 

1,330 

1,480 

1,583 

3 

:  4 

■7 

7 

1 

1 

1 

4 

• 

153 

1  0 

0 

1 

17 

133 

411 

Total  truck  crops. 

•:7,090 

17.120 

6.91s 

7,163 

7,435 

7,344 

7^63 

Potatoes; 

1,630 

13,225 

2,611 

2,725 

2,331 

2,330 

1,552 

• 
• 

3,926 

: 1,434 

1,650 

2,944 

2,774 

3,391 

4,437 

» 

12,706 

511,329 

11,179 

12,332  12,590 

14,115  13,452 

NOTE:    In  the  case  of  many  crops,  car lot  shipments  decrease  as  the  source  of 
supply  shifts  to  these  producing  areas  where  the  motor-truck  is  the 
principal  means  of  transportation,  so  that  the  available  market  supplies 
frequently  are  larger  than  indicated  by  this  carlot  shipment  report. 


